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Still in business ….

It appears that the 1st edition of this newsletter was generally well 
received by the Blennerhassett Systems customer base judging by the 
emails I received.

“Very good …. looking forward to next month’s newsletter” said Bob of 
East Molesey, “Brilliant idea - even if I don’t use some of your tips and 
hints, I still like knowing what’s available” said Liz of Teddington and “It’s 
a cracker!” said Bill of Seattle.  So here goes with #2 ….

Why use Microsoft Office …

I remember when nearly all PCs ran MS-DOS and almost everyone used WordPerfect as their 
word processor along with Lotus 1-2-3 as their spreadsheet program.  Things were simple … 
and then along came Windows.  It was not long before Bill Gates and his then small band of 
employees had realised that a word processor and a spreadsheet that took advantage of the 
Windows WYSIWYG (what you see is what you get) display and that allowed you to use a 
mouse would be quite attractive to users.  Both WordPerfect and Lotus were slow to market 
with their Windows versions and Microsoft had got their foot well and truly in the door.  With 
the addition of PowerPoint presentation software, Access database, and Outlook in the early 
90s, Microsoft Office was born.

The newest version Office 2007 is scheduled for release very early next year and 
is the twelfth reincarnation of the product.  UK Pricing has yet to be announced 
but the current version for PCs, Office Professional 2003 (Excel, Outlook, Word, Powerpoint, 
Publisher, Access) is priced at £375 from amazon.co.uk while Office Standard Edition 2003 
(Excel, Outlook, Word, Powerpoint) is £317.  

Now, with a half reasonable PC, delivered with VAT paid for £325 from Dell (see last month’s 
newsletter), this strikes me as a tad expensive.  So is there an alternative?

One product with a rich feature list and a good pedigree is 
StarOffice 8 from Sun Microsystems providing powerful and 
integrated word processing, spreadsheet, presentation, 
drawing and database capabilities for less than £30, yes, 
£30 from amazon.co.uk.  StarOffice was originally 
developed by the German company StarDivision in 1986. 
The company and the rights to StarOffice were acquired by 
Sun Microsystems in 1999 with the intention of developing a 
competitor to Microsoft Office.  In 2000, Sun released the 
source code of StarOffice software publically through 
OpenOffice.org, initiating the world’s largest open source 
project with over 14,000 developers.  Sun then takes a 
"snapshot" of the OpenOffice.org code base, integrates 
value-added features and markets the package 
commercially as a new release of StarOffice.
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StarOffice includes a word processor, spreadsheet, presentation software, drawing tool and 
database but no repacement for Outlook.  Email users can, of course, use Outlook Express but 
anyone requiring Calendering and Contact Management should either retain Outlook or look for 
an alternative product.  StarOffice seems more than capable at reading/writing Office files such 
as .doc, .xls, .pps, etc. and, furthermore, can create .pdf and .swf (Flash) files.  One copy is 
licensed per person who can load the product on up to 5 different computers – that’s £6 per 
PC.

If that is still too expensive for you, then download OpenOffice 2 from openoffice.org for free!

If moving to StarOffice sounds like economic sense to you or you have any questions, contact 
me to discuss how you should progress.

Incidently, this newsletter was produced originally with Microsoft Word (only because it’s 
there!), then opened in OpenOffice and exported as a .pdf.

End of support ….

Microsoft have stated that as of July 11, 2006, it will no longer provide public and technical 
support, including security updates, for Windows 98, Windows 98 Second Edition, and 
Windows ME.

How does this affect you?  I would like to say “not a lot” but, with the thousands of idiots who 
develop viruses out there, you can guarantee at least one will try to capitalize on the huge 
Windows 98 and ME user base and write a “nasty” specifically targeted at them.  With 
Microsoft no longer providing security updates, there is little chance that any such targeted 
holes in Windows will be plugged.  

Just, make sure you keep your anti-virus software up to date or, alternatively, think soon 
about moving on …. 

And next month ….

It doesn’t happen very often, but there are times when you wish you 
could have access to your office computer at home or even while you’re 
on holiday.  Maybe it’s an email your expecting, perhaps it’s a report that 
just needs finishing.  No problem!  Take over your PC from any computer 
in the WORLD for FREE.  Read about it next month but, if you can’t wait 
that long, contact me now ….
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